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millionaires, moderate anti-slavery men and slave
barons, all of whom were held together by the
unreliable bond of an agreement not to tread on
each other's toes.
Of this party Douglas was the typical represen-
tative, both in strength and weakness. He had
all its pliability, its good humor, its broad and
easy way with things, its passion for playing pol-
itics. Nevertheless, in calling upon the believers
in political evasion to consent for this once to
reverse their principle and to endorse a positive
action, he had taken a great risk. Would their
sporting sense of politics as a gigantic game carry
him through successfully? He knew that there
was a hard fight before him, but with the courage
of a great political strategist, and proudly confi-
dent in his hold upon the main body of his party,
he prepared for both the attacks and the defec-
tions that were inevitable.
Defections, indeed, began at once. Even before
the bill had been passed, the Appeal of the Inde-
pendent Democrats was printed in a New York
paper, with the signatures of members of Congress
representing both the extreme anti-slavery wing of
the Democrats and the organized Free-Soil party.
The most famous of these names were those of